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• Constanze Aka, Institute for European Politics On the Polish and German concepts of foreign policy
At the onset of our analysis, it is important to note that both Polish and German
Eastern Policy is based on two strategically-intellectual concepts about the East. On the one hand, there is the post-war idea of Jerzy Giedroyc and Konrad Mieroszewski from the Parisian "Kultura", and on the other hand is Egon Bahr's "Ostpolitik".
The intellectual concept of Giedroyc is based on the conviction that strong and independent neighboring countries are in the interests of a fully sovereign Poland. This idea became the basis for polish foreign policy after 1989. Independent Lithuania, Belarus and Ukraine provide a guarantee of success of Polish Eastern Policy and a sustainable independence of the Republic. However, other pillars of Giedroyc's vision are often forgotten, without which stabilization is impossible.
The concept of "Ostpolitik" which originates in the period of Willy Brandt's government, is till used today and believed to determine Germany's approach to the postSoviet space, regardless of the declarations of various governing coalitions. In its original form, Egon Bahr's concept was determined through the idea of "change through rap- Fourthly, the EU should continue the chosen path of strengthening civil society.
Next to the already existing forum of non-governmental organizations (The Civil Society Forum) and the Fund (European Endowment for Democracy), a University of the Eastern Partnership should be created. The university ought to be for both EU citizens as well as students from the EaP countries. The University, with its headquarters in one of the countries located on the border of the Eastern Partnership, could send its students for twoyear scholarships in Western, Northern, Southern and Central Europe (each semester in a different part of Europe) in order to provide a better understanding of the European Union, its diversities and regional specificities. The University would provide the opportunity to other Europeans to learn about the countries of the Eastern EU neighborhood.
It is worth drawing attention to the experience of the Maria Curie-Skłodowska University (UMCS) in Lublin or the European University Viadrina in Frankfurt, which for many years has been addressing its program to the students from the East. The University, despite the didactic dimension, should be supported by a group of analysts to allow an in-depth study of the processes of political and economic integration in the post-Soviet space as well as its impact on European integration.
The University would provide the opportunity to other Europeans to learn about the countries of the Eastern EU neighborhood 08 Polish-German cooperation in strengthening European Policy towards the East
The above-mentioned recommendations for Polish-German cooperation in strengthening the Eastern Partnership are medium-and long-term. To achieve these goals, both Polish and German governments can start the proposed activities with already existing frameworks, such as activities of local government cooperation. It is worth noting, for example, the cities of Wroclaw and Gdansk, whose authorities are pursuing an active international policy especially with partners from the East. Such actions seem to have a particular importance in the times of political crisis that we are currently being faced (e.g. different visions of migration policy for EU countries). Hence, it seems reasonable that a good place to strengthen policy in the East would be with a focus on cooperation between institutions at the local levels from Poland, Germany and the countries of the EaP. Such operations may be significantly more favorable than highly formalized projects initiated by the political elites, which -as it is shown by the numerous empirical data -still lacks a certain level of trust in the societies of Eastern Europe. The reason for the low confidence in the public authorities in these countries is primarily due to a high level of corruption and limited governing effectiveness. In this situation, the more hope one can involve through cooperation at the local level, despite numerous disadvantages, Sharing know-how in the field of counteracting negative social trends can be a real support for Ukraine, especially in times of war which, as we know from historical experience, usually creates fertile ground for extremist views.
How should the policy towards Putin's Russia look?
Presently, the approach of both the Polish and German governments towards Russia is quite similar -since such an approach is determined by Putin's authoritarian regime.
Yet, the approach of many representatives of various economic and political parties in Poland and Germany differ. The differences are caused both by the legacy of Ostpolitik in some interest groups and the poor knowledge of the post-Soviet space in the minds of German society, which is filled with guilt towards Russia.
The meaning of security is defined rather differently. In Poland, it is perceived as "freedom from Russia" and the threats coming from the East. In Germany, it is often mentioned as stability and predictability coming from the supply of natural resources. A good example of these difference in understanding security can be seen in the Nord Stream 1 and 2 projects. This is due to the dissimilarities in the perception and gradation of threats, which has to be analyzed on many levels.
When discussing Polish-German efforts in the East, we should move away from the temptation to "sum" all the perspectives and perceptions. It is worth using a European approach to international law and its observance. If what distinguishes the European Union on the international stage is the conduct of a normative foreign policy, this should be the foundation for building a common narration towards Putin's Russia. International law is valid all over the world regardless of the "sphere of influence", the prevalence of a certain language or religion. This is one of the keys of the current world order, which Polish-German cooperation in strengthening European Policy towards the East has not happened. So far, the United Kingdom's secession from the European Union is a media fact rather than a political decision. Theresa May's government has declared that regardless of the "European divorce", England will still be an active partner in Eastern Europe.
Why should we believe in Polish-German cooperation?
The above-presented arguments for stronger Polish-German cooperation in the Poland and Germany are two countries that enormously benefited from European integration and have a special commitment to the EU itself and its immediate Eastern neighborhood. While being torn by multiple crises, the EU is now battered and tired and reluctant to take any visionary actions. However, the recommendations presented here are necessary steps in order to make the vision of integration in the 21st century real. This is extremely necessary for the future of the European community. It is important to point out that "naiveté" and "illusion" have been written into the mutual reception of relations of both sides of the Oder river in the last 25 years.
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The Foundation's main mission is the support for European Integration and promotion of dialogue and reconciliation as a method of solving political and regional conflicts.
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